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Women’s Committee Report
September 2016

Good day Sisters and Brothers.  The summer has been a very busy season for women within our union and society.  I had the opportunity to participate in meetings and events that will help direct me in my role as Chair of the Women’s Committee.

The International Women’s Day Committee of Edmonton met on July 20th.  It was an educational session on women’s rights; how they are unique, where they came from, how they are granted/taken away, how do they interact with treaty rights, worker’s rights and other rights frameworks.  Crystal Lameman, prominent Indigenous rights activist and member of the Beaver Lake First Nation, made opening remarks to frame the discussions we had.  The meeting was well attended by an assortment of women unionized and non.  A second meeting was held on August 21st, with the focus on planning both a Take Back the Night event in September and also getting started on our International Women’s Day event in March. Unfortunately, I was unable to attend the meeting due to being at the Unifor Constitutional Convention but I will be updated on September 15th when the next meeting is held.

Unifor held its annual Women’s Conference August 7th thru 10th at the Family Education Centre in Port Elgin.  It was the largest Women’s Conference yet, with over 300 delegates from across the country. In addition to record attendance, the conference was energized by the nearly two-thirds of sisters who had never before attended a Women’s Conference. This year’s conference entitled “Strong Women, Strong Unions” looked at how women in our union already have the skills and the experience to take on leadership roles.  I attended a workshop called “Lobbying: Women’s Voices Needed” that showed the mechanics of setting up a lobby day and how to execute it.  This will guide me when it comes time to lobby our MPs on Domestic Violence Leave legislation in the Fall.  I also took a social media workshop that I will use to create a Facebook group for the Women of our Local.  I think it will be a great way to connect with my Sisters across the 2 provinces.  Look for it in the Fall.

Unifor held its 2nd Convention in Ottawa August 22nd thru 26th.  The theme of the convention was “It’s Time”.  It was a time for our members to mobilize, to engage and seek out social justice.  Words cannot express the wide range of emotions felt at convention.  In an effort to engage all the membership, Unifor has made several videos and webcasts available to all members so that you may experience the convention too!  It is available at www.uniforlive.ca and documents the entire week as well as the rally to Parliament Hill for Truth and Reconciliation.   Please visit this site for more information.

· At convention a change in leadership occurred.  Peter Kennedy retired as Secretary Treasurer and was replaced by Bob Orr.  Jenny Ahn was appointed to be an Assistant to the Secretary Treasurer.  Katha Fortier replaces Jenny as Assistant to the President.  Naureen Ritvi was elected as Ontario Director.
· Wednesday we had Prime Minister Justin Trudeau and Premier Rachael Notley speak to us about their vision for the future.  At noon we marched to Parliament Hill for Truth and Reconciliation.  Almost all of the delegation participated and it was quite the sight to see.
· A presentation about Fort McMurray was also given.  Unifor’s donations were in excess of $600, 000 to the Red Cross and other organizations.  It was a solid show of solidarity across the country.
· On Friday a resolution was passed on Domestic Violence Leave.  The goal is to win legislation that mirrors the legislation won in Manitoba this year.

So it was a very busy week for our delegation of Jay Thompson, Jim Connelly, Karen Caig and myself. 

In closing, I would like to thank the Local for its support through the summer and wish everyone a safe and healthy Fall.

							In Solidarity,
							Valerie Saliba
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